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their marriage is unregistered. But Dr. Hozumi,
whose personality keynote is cheerfulness, looks
forward to the day when such stigma will be
a thing of the past*
Proof of the unpopularity of court divorces
is seen in a perusal of statistics. In 1936 there
were 48,528 divorces. This number decreased to
46,500 in 1937 to Dr. Hozumi's delight, though
the war is partly responsible for this decline.
Of the 48,528 divorces in 1936, only 394 were
granted in court. But a small per cent of the
court cases had men as plaintiffs; to wit, women
were responsible for 305 cases and men for 89.
In present day Japan, divorce is granted
for ten reasons, one of which favours only
men and one only women. Dr. Hozumfs
aim is to make the grounds the same for both
men and women. Divorce can be obtained by
both men and women for bigamy or registra-
tion of a second wite or husband before the
first has been divorced. A wife cannot com-
plain of an unregistered second T&ife, how-
ever, unless she is humiliated. So the second
ground for divorce is ill-treatment. In this
case the wife may sue the husband on account
of a concubine only if the latter is treated with
mote deference and is better supported than the